00077 


1954 / 11/01 



b 




I 

4^ J / #*< /** 

- u4h^b^ _ 

/^ll^^OFFlCI OF THE UNItgb STATES REPRESENTATIVE 

, ^ # MU.ITARY COMMITTEE 

'T^ #<• 'f r ^A 

^Ti^xs i Vv*"«v 
Crf ^4. <w ifiZLt- t'l 


STANDING GROUP 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization 

WASHINGTON 



NOTES MADE DURING STATE DEPART 

/ Vo 


1 November 1954 


ENT CONFERENCE ON INDOCHINA 


I. 1. 


Chief of State is Bao-Dai. 


Comment : Apparently sufficiently able but without necessary 
patriotism or "messiah" urge to provide true leadership for Viet-nam. 

2. Diem (pronounced Ziem), present Prime Minister . 

Comment : Very nationalistic, patriotic, and of high moral 
character. Primary weaknesses lie in his inexperience in managing and 
in government of a large state. This inexperience apparently is supplemented 
by inability. He is a Catholic and his brother is a bishop. He was appointed 
by Bao-Dai. The reasons for his appointment are variously given, but it 
is possible that he was put into the "meat grinder" to take the rap for the 
results of the Geneva Conference. 

3. General Hinh, Chief of Staff of the Army . 

Tcz-tf 

Comment : Father^is influential and has close tie with son. 
General Hinh is at odds with Diem who doesn't trust him. Hinh; appears 
to have the support of the French in his dispute with Diem. The Army is 
reputed to be behind Hinh but this may only apply to the General Headquarters. 

4. General fen. First President of Cochin China,^ a republic which 
was established after World War II and no longer exists. Swan apparently is 
a very strong individual and Hinh wants Swan as his Defense Minister. Diem 
has resisted. 

5. Bay Vien is the head of a sect which claims some religious 
affiliation but actually is apparently pretty irreligious. Bay Vien now heads 
the police of Saigon. He controls gangs of hoodlums, gambling and prostitu- 
tion in the city and wants to be the Minister of Interior. 

6. Colonel or General Vy . 

Comment: Possible future Chief of Staff material. 
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7. Cao-Dai. 

Cottime nt : This is a religious sect with a pope all its own 
which has a fair amount of influence in Viet-nam. It has representation 
in the government. It has a limited amount of armed security forces and 
there is also a dissident branch of this movement which may or may not 
have the blessing of the "pope. " 

8. Hoa-Hao. 

Comment : Another religious sect of les6 influence apparently 
than the Cao-Dai but has representation in the government. 

9. Mr. Buulac, former Prime Minis ter. 

Comment Buulac, in conjunction with Buuhoy (? ) and others 
is working to overthrow Diem. Buulac has been a failure as a prime minister. 
He was frime Minister before Diem and relieved by Bao-Dai. He showed 
little capacity. However, his name is bandied around by certain individuals 
(French? ) as a replacement for Diem. 

10. Buuhoy (? ) 

Comment : This is an individual who has been at various times 
connected with the Communists. He is reported to be a fellow traveller of 
the Vietminese and, at one time, conferred with them as to possible truce 
terms during the recent Indochina War. 

II. It appears that Diem is faced by an apathetic /nanji !^i , ill-informed 
and caring little as to who rules them, whether they are free or enslaved. 

He is definitely opposed by the Chief of Staff and, apparently, the Army. 

The police of Saigon are also under an ambitious individual wIlo seeks to 
undermine the power of Diem. The French belittle Diem's ability. They 
believe that he is ineffective, ill-trained for the job, inexperienced and 
incompetent. The United States believes that Diem has not had a chance, 
should be given a chance to produce. 
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individuals who came to the attention of General Collins at the briefing 
conducted by Mr. Stassen for General Collins on Indochina. 


1. Mr. Morrison, who is the Regional Director for FOA in Indochin 
will probably be coming through the area in a few weeks with a group of 
Congressmen. 

2. Mr, Bloomfield is a consultant with FOA in Indochina. Will be 
there a few weeks. He is a fiscal expert and it may be well to keep him 
there during General Collins 1 stay. 

3. M r. Chi and Mr. La Verne. These two men are Vietnamese in 
Charge of the Refugee Settlement Program. 

IV. The following are additional individuals who are active in the 
refugee problem in Indochina: 

1. Mr. A1 Cardineax - Refugees. From Washington office. 

(Mrs. Houghton ! s office on Refugee Migration, voluntary assistance ). To 
stay until November 29th. 

2. Mr. Paul Ackley - Escapee Program. 

3. Mr. Bruhns - Refugees. 


4. Mr. Harnett -- National Catholic Welfare Conference, voluntar 


agency. 
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5. Mr. Savergne - USOM. Head of Refugees for USOM (under 
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